Revisions to the TNM staging of non-small cell lung cancer: rationale, clinicoradiologic implications, and persistent limitations.
The International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer proposed changes to the 7th edition of the Tumor, Node, and Metastasis (TNM) staging manual of non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) to improve the prognostic relevance of its descriptors. These changes include the subdivision of T1 and T2 disease according to size cut points; reassignment of the T and M categories of same-lobe, ipsilateral, and contralateral malignant pulmonary nodules; reassignment of pleural disease to metastatic disease; and introduction of intra- and extrathoracic metastatic disease. Because of movement between T and M descriptors and resultant stage migration, new stage groupings that contain TNM subsets different from those of the previous edition were created. The new staging classification was created on the basis of statistical analysis of a large international database of cases of NSCLC. The new classification has many advantages; however, limitations remain. Problems with routine radiologic staging of NSCLC have not been addressed, the varied survival rates for patients with the different histologic subtypes is not reflected, the new classification is not compatible with the previous system, and application of treatment algorithms on the basis of evidence from the previous edition is less clear.